CASE of the Salt-Refiners 7 Suffolk/# ? 
Efſex, and Norfolk. | 
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IT". Y the Late AC of Parliament, for the Granting certain Rates and Duties upon Salt, amongſt 
1 B other things, it is Enacted, That 
"D, Forevery Gallon of Salr, and Rock-Salt made at the Sa/t-Works, or taken out of any Pits 
* # within the Kingdom of England, Dominion of Wales, or Town of Berwick upon Tweed, the 
6m of one Peny half Peny per Gallon, ard after that Rate, fora greater or leſſer quantity. 
_ By which Clauſe, all Engliſh Salt is Cherg'd only Three half-pence per Gallon : And afterwards 
the Statute ſaith : 

And to the intent, TI hat Sa/e made by Melting and Refining of Reock:Salr, may not, contrary to the 
rruc lntent and Meaning of this Act, be Charg'd more than other Engliſh Salt. 


The-.C ASE. 


A Sal-HMaker of New-Caſtle upon Tyne after the 24th. of March, 1694. makes an Hundred Weighs 
of Sar, and ſells the ſame to ſome of the above Refiners, who pay the Duty, and ſend the Salt to 
Woodbridge with a Certificate, that The above Duty 1s paid at New-Caſtle. 


< 


The Salt-Refiner at Woodbridge ineits this Salt in River-Water,and then boyles the Liquor 1n order to 
the Refining thereof z which aving done to ſuch a degree of Fineneſs as he thinks convenient, it's 
Reduced into Salt again, much the ſame in quality it was before, only in Cleanneſs differing from New- 
Calile-Salt. 

+ Sale being as above-mentioned Refined, lyes ſome time till the Brine is well drained from it,and 
in time becomes fit for Saie 3 and doth nor advance in Weight or Meaſure any quantity, if any, to 
I:title a Second Duty for ſuck Sz!t as hath paid His Majeſty Duty, as the Att Directs. | 

The Exciſe-Officers upon the before fi:{t meationed Clauſe in the Statute demand a new Duty of 
Three half-pence in the Gallon from this Refined Sz/t, which the Kefiner humbly conceives himſelf 
not liable to pay, either from the Letter, or Intention of the Statute. | 

Firſt, Not from the Letter, which ſaith, That for every Galion of Salt made at the Salt-Works, &c. 
the Sum of One peny half-peny per Gallon. 

The Refiner of Salt, in Common Speech, 1s not called a Maker of Salt, nor in any Writing doth he 
ſo ſtile himſelf 3 but is alwayes Call'd, and Writ, A Refiner of Sal: ; neither indeed is he any otherwiſe 
a Maker of Salt, than a Refiner of Sugar can be call'd a Maker of Sygar. 

And it ems moſt plain, That it was never the Intention of this Statute, that this ſecond Duty 
ſhould be paid by the Refiner : Becauſe the Statute to Encourage the Erngi:(h made Salt Impos'd only 
Three half-pence per Gallon on Ergli( Sa!t, bur laid a donble Duty of Three pence per Gallon on all 
Foreign Salt Imported , whereas this New Duty demanded of the Refiner for this Refin'd Salt (which 
before Refin'd, had paid the Legal Duty) is (as is humbly conceiv d) a Diſcouragement, rather than 
an Incouragement, which the Statute delign'd to give to all forts of Ezgl:{h Salt, of what Nature or 
Kind ſoever : For if this Second Duty be Payable by the Refiner, then doth Engl: Refin'd Salt become 
Charg'd with as great an Impoſition as the Foreign Salt is ſubjefted to, and ſo theſe Refiners Trade will 
be utterly Ruined, (ſeeing the Profit that ariſeth from the Refining of Salt will not bear the Charge 
of this double [mpolition) and conſequently His Majeſties Intereſt be fo far from being promoted by 
this Second Daty, that it will rather be much Leſflened ; inaſmuch as theſe Refiners, who now buy 
great Quantities of Salt from Shielas, Sunderland, or Lemington (where the Salt pays the Duty) muſt 
deliſt from their Trade, and ſo there will not be ſuch Quantities bought at thoſe Places as now are; and 
conſequently His Majeſties Revenue therein be conſiderably diminiſhed. 

Objeft. But this Refin'd Salt #5 of another Species from that Salt from which it was Refin'd, and which had 

paid the Duty; and conſequently this Refin'd Salt ts ſubjefied to the ſame ſingle Duty that all other 
Engliſh Salts are lyable to pay. 
 Aſm. This Refin'd Salt cannot properly be faid to be Sa/r of another Species from that ont of which 
It was Refin'd, becauſe it differs not in the Salt Quality, but only in the Cleannefs from Dirt,&c. This 
being cleanſed from that Filth and Dirt, which all New-Caftle Salt is ſ:bje&t to 3 and (it's humbly con- 
ceived) a difference only in this reſpe& can't truly be ſaid to make a New Species, 

BY the before-recited Clauſe, wich Relation to Rock-Salt, it's particularly expreſt, That Rock Salt 
Refin'd ſhould not pay as R:ck Salt, and therefore Twelve Pence in the Buſhel is allowed to the Refiner 
for every Buſhel of Kock Salt by him Refined; And the reaſon of this Allowance that the before-re- 
cited Clauſe gives, ( viz.) ro the Intent, That Salt made by Melting and Refining of Rock Salt, may not, 
contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of this Act, be Charged more than any other Ergl:ſh 
Salt. Now, Although the Refiner of New- Caſtle Salt be not within the Letter of this Clauſe, yer (it's 

- humbly conceiv'd) he is within the Equitable Intention thereof: For what reaſon is there to imagine, 

that the Parliament delignd to be ſo partially favourable to the Refiners of Rock Salr, as ro Exempt 
them from a double Duty, and at the ſ:me time ſubject the Refiners of all ſorts of other Engliſh Salt to 
this Second [Impolition, wherein they would (with Submiſſion)Ac againſt the Declared Intent and Mean- 
ing of the Statute, which (in ſubſtance) ſaith,thar it 1s contrary ro the true Intent and Meaning of the 
Thar Engliſh Salt,(whether Refined or Unrefined) ſhould pay more than Three half- pence per G at/9r. 
Sin 4 Salt is Experimentally found to be far excecding all other Salt in preſerving our Burrer ; for 
ich Cauſe, Swff olk, Butter preſerved with this Sa/t, keeps ſweeter than any other ſort of Sat Brrrer 
A ed therewith : For Unrefin?d Slr hath ſome mixture of Filth,which ſoon taints the Batrer,and 
* Th It very Unpalatable : So that theloſs of this Refin'd Salr (which can't poſlibly bear rhe Charge 
= Tee Pence per Gallon, conſidering what great Expences the Refiners are at in their Refining) will 
wi \ckag prez :dice to the Publick, eſpecially to the City of London, which is every Year {upplyed 

1 Many Thouſand Firkins of rhis Wholeſome and Well-Preſery'd Salr-Burrer, 


- 
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